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Call for Abstracts
Gender relations in times of crisis: Risks and opportunities for a more just society

Far-reaching societal challenges, such as those associated with armed conflicts, climate change, 
ecological disasters, financial crises or the current global corona pandemic, often do have 
consequences for our social order. As a determining part of this order, gender relations are confronted 
with the manifold effects of these crises in all areas of social life. The social consequences of crises 
often differ between the genders in terms of work, family, education, public access and sexuality. The 
perception, representation and management of crises in particular reveals how social, economic and 
gender inequalities are dealt with.  

Times of social insecurity potentially go along with the emergence of new social inequalities and 
injustices as well as the risk of a return to traditional work and power relations, and a “re-
traditionalisation” of ways of life, gender constructions and identities. However, crises potentially also 
offer the opportunity for a renegotiation of the established gender order, for the innovation of former 
routines and rationalities - thus they provide new options for individual action as well as social and 
political reforms.   

The manifold and sometimes contradictory social implications and consequences of social crises for 
gender relations, relationships and constructions are the focus of this paper session: It will examine 
past and present crises from various theoretical and empirical perspectives, including intersectional, 
queer feminist, post-colonial approaches: 

• What role do gender relations and constructions play in times of crises? How do men and
women cope with crises?

• Which implications do crises have for gender-related work and power relations, for work- 
and family-related life courses and social (in)justice?

• What significance do crises have for the social value of work (e.g. care work) and the social
roles associated with it?

• What are the challenges and opportunities of broaching the gender dimension and other
socially constructed differences in the course of a crisis, its public/medial perception and its
management?

• How can gender studies contribute towards ensuring that lessons are learned from the
current crises in order to enable a "good life" for everybody?

Please submit your abstract to the Comittee Gender Studies (SSA) brigitte.liebig@fhnw.ch
Deadline for submissions:  January 29, 2021; Abstracts length: max. 500 words 
https://www.sgs-sss.ch/de/forschungskomitees/geschlechterforschung/ 




